Medical  Officer’s  Reportil^  ^ ^(> 

The  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
the  Faveraham  Urban  Sanitary  Authority  (Dr. 
Evers)  tdtt  f"-)  m .f-ill~iT~  : “I  have  great  pleasure 
ia  presenting  an  excellent  report  on  the  health  of 
riie  Borough  of  Faversham  for  the  pa^  year.  The 
number  of  deaths  recorded  is  only  125,  the  lowest 
number  yet  reported,  giving  the  exceedingly  low 
death  rate  of  11.01  per  1,000  of  estimated  popula- 
tion, though  it  miust  be  remembered  that  the 
deaths  occurring  in  the  Union  are  not  included,  it 
being  situated  outside  the  district  and  some  of 
these  being  persons  originally  living  in  the 
Borough.  The  infantile  death  rate  also  presents 
a great  improvement  being  only  about  half  that 
of  the  previous  year.  This  is  accounted  for  in 
a great  degree  by  the  freedom  of  the  year  from  any 
marked  amount  of  epidemic  disease,  no  deaths 
being  registered  from  scarlet  fever  or  measles  and 
only  three  from  whooping  cough  aa  against  18  in 
liie  year  before.  As  regards  other  causes  of  death 
we  have  two  from  typhoid  fever,  there  being  none 
in  the  previous  year  and  17  from  phthisis  as  against 
13.  These  are  all  that  show  an  increase.  Bcs- 
piratory  diseases  show  a decrease  from  23  to  15 
and  all  other  causes  are  proportionately  less.  The 
eommiencement  of  the  year  found  a large  number  of 
cases  of  measels  existing  but  no  deaths  occurred, 
otherwise  the  zymotic  diseases  were  not  numerous. 
The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified 
shows  a slight  decrease.  111  as  agaLnst  125  and  of 
these  31  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital 
for  treatment.  Of  these  scarlet  fever  and  diph- 
theria show  a decrease  and  erysipelas  an  increase, 
the  cases  of  typhoid  being  the  same  in  each  year. 
Of  24  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  18  were  isolated  which 
must  have  prevented  a large  number  of  other  cases 
arising.  The  work  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  still 
keeps  up  its  good  standard  as  there  are  again  no 
deaths  to  report  of  the  31  cases  removed  there. 
The  enlargement  has  permitted  of  the  admission 
of  diphtheria  cases  as  suggested  in  my  last  report, 
7 cases  being  treated  last  year  while  none  were  ad- 
mitted in  the  previous  year ; 5 cases  of  typhoid 
and  one  of  erysipelas  were  also  among  the  patients. 
Every  case  removed  there  naturally  diminishes  the 
risk  of  fresh  outbreaks  in  the  borough  and  all  seem 
now  aware  of  the  great  value  of  the  hospital  in 
Our  efforts  to  improve  the  public  health.  The 
water  supply  of  the  borough  is  from  deep  wells  in 
the  chalk  just  outside  the  town.  It  has  main- 
tained its  good  quality  but  owing  to  the  small 
rainfall  of  the  previous  year  and  the  first  half  of 
1896  it  had  to  be  limited  in  quantity  for  a time. 
The  copious  rainfall  since  then  has  remedied  the 
deficiency.  The  question  of  manme  landing  and 
removal  has  been  kept  under  better  control  during 
the  year  but  requires  constant  vigilance  to  prevent 
nuisances  occurring.  The  sewer  ventilation  es- 
pecially in  Preston  Street  has  been'  carefully  con- 
sidered and  sewer  gas  destructors  are  to  be  used  to 
prevent  the  emission  of  offensive  fumes  from  the 
ventilators.  Should  these  prove  unequal  to  the 
task  some  system  of  street  ventilating  tubes  carried 
well  up  above  the  houses  might  b®  erected,  but 
it  is  expected  that  the  destructors  will  remedy  the 
evil.  The  arrangements  for  the  public  cemetery 
have  been  made  and  work  will  soon  be  commenced 
upon  it.  The  authority  are  to  be  congratulated 
on  having  taken  the  scavenging  of  the  town  into 
their  own  hands,  there  cani  be  no  question  that  the 
cleanliness  or  otherwise  of  the  streets  is  a great  fac- 
tor in  the  sanitary  state  of  a town  and  as  such 
should  be  directly  in  the  hands  of  the  Sanitary 
Authority  and  its  officials.  I hope  to  have  to 
report  its  successful  carrying  out  in  the  future. 
Another  question  that  must  at  some  future  time 
be  taken  in  hand  by  the  Authority  themselves  is 
that  of  the  slaughterhouses.  A large  and  well- 
managed  public  abattoir  is  much  preferable  to  the 
numerous  small  places  scattered  about  the  Borough, 
some  so  situated  as  to  easily  become  sources  of 
annoyance.  The  various  dairies,  bakehouses, 
slaughterhouses  and  workshops  have  been  .regu- 
larly inspected  throughout  the  year  and  are  in 
good  order.” 
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